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PEN International calls for an end to the war on Mexico’s
journalists, writers and bloggers

Mexico is one of the most dangerous countries in the world to be a journalist.  Since 2000, there have been at least 67 journalists, writers and bloggers killed; 12 disappeared; countless threatened and harassed; and frequent attacks on media outlets with explosives and firearms.  

Despite its Constitutional and international human rights obligations, Mexico continues to violate journalists’ and writers’ basic human rights.  The rights violated include the right to life, right to live free of torture, right to work, and right to freedom of expression.  

Crimes against journalists are not properly investigated and authorities have failed to successfully prosecute over 90% of cases.  Despite its name, the Special Prosecutor’s Office for the Attention to Crimes Committed against Freedom of Expression does not have jurisdiction to investigate crimes, lay charges, or tackle cases involving drug trafficking organizations.  
There is a web of laws that limits expression and exposure of corruption. Fourteen Mexican states have laws that criminalize freedom of expression.  Civil defamation laws are used to harass journalists who uncover corruption.  Regulatory frameworks impede media diversification and instead favour concentration.  

the situation is urgent and demands an immediate response.  the Mexican government must:
1. Ensure that the Committee to Protect and Prevent Aggressions against Journalists is transparent and accessible, has appropriate technical expertise and resources, and is able to adopt and implement binding protection orders.

2. Ensure prompt, thorough, and impartial investigation and prosecution of all perpetrators within federal jurisdiction, and commit appropriate resources to allow the same. 

3. Reform laws and policies to ensure that journalists and diverse forms of media are able to operate without threat of legal sanction.

4. Amend laws to ensure that all human rights abuses allegedly committed by members of the armed forces are investigated and prosecuted by civilian authorities.

the governments of Canada, the united states, and the European Union must:
5. Place this issue on the foreign policy agenda by insisting that the above recommendations be implemented.

6. Condition future counternarcotics aid on the government taking genuine and effective action to redress serious human rights violations against journalists.

7. Address their own countries’ role in drug consumption and in international narcotics and arms trafficking.

To learn more, download a copy of the PEN Canada and the International Human Rights Program at the University of Toronto Faculty of Law’s report, Corruption, Impunity, Silence: The War on Mexico’s Journalists at: http://bit.ly/ycdXYP. 

For more information, contact 

In Mexico:
Alicia Quiñones, penpress.mex@gmail.com; +52 55 42322179, +52 55 15803002

Alain Pescador, alainpesc@gmail.com; +52 55 13 826 673

In London:
Laura McVeigh, laura.mcveigh@pen-international.org; +44 (0) 78 246 40527
